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HOUSE OF HOPE
(above) Narineh is a five year old kindergarten student at House of Hope.

WHERE WE ARE NOW
Dear Friends,

Healing with Therapeutic Art and Music
Since its founding in 2008, House of Hope has stood

It is an honor to present to you Vision Association for Culture and

for healing and education through the arts. We use art to help

Arts' (VACA) 2019 Annual Report. With profound gratitude, I am

children process and communicate feelings related to their

proud to share that this past year was a remarkable one of growth,

experiences of daily life under military occupation. Children

resilience, and service to the children of Palestine.

are naturally creative, and at House of Hope we center their
learning and healing in creativity.

Children are the future. The quality of education they receive
during their young lives determines how they contribute to their

As you will read in this report, VACA's House of Hope school

communities as adults. What makes House of Hope different from

and young adult programs are in an exciting period of

other schools in Palestine is that we don’t only prioritize our

growth. In October 2019, the Palestinian Ministry of

students’ intellectual development. We also prize our students’

Education recognized us as the first and only Waldorf

spiritual and psychological well being.

kindergarten in the West Bank. Our parent and teacher
community is flourishing, and we welcomed over 20

For Palestinian children growing up in a world of stress and

international volunteers over the course of the year. Our

uncertainty, holistic early education is essential.

momentum is a direct result of your support.

Coaching Social and Emotional Development

As Palestinians living under occupation, we often feel isolated

At VACA's House of Hope school, we value our students’ self-

and left behind. The global community of House of Hope

esteem as much as their math performance. We practice empathy

supporters has not only helped us build a safe, nurturing

and friendship. We teach our children NonViolent

learning environment for kids. Your support has also given all

Communication (NVC) so they have the skills to deepen their

of us in Al Eizariya, Palestine, both child and adult, something

connection to themselves and work together as a team. We also

precious. You have given us hope.

emphasize tolerance, dialogue, and interfaith cooperation for
fostering appreciation of ourselves and our fellow human beings.

Thank you for standing with us. Together, we are creating a
future of love, safety, and hope for the children of Palestine.

Living Our Palestinian Heritage
Part of developing self-esteem is also knowing who you are and

Sincerely,

where you come from. House of Hope helps students connect with
their Palestinian identity and all its rich heritage, art, and cultural
values. One Palestinian value is respect for other people, even if
they are different from you or you don't agree with them. We
model these values through trustworthy and safe student and
teacher interactions. These healthy relationships then inform how
our students interact with parents, neighbors, and strangers.

Milad Vosgueritchian, Chairman and Co-founder
Vision Association for Culture and Arts

(below) 4th grade House of Hope students join teacher Duha Sarhan during recess on
a warm day in October 2019
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OVER 15,000 WOMEN AND CHILDREN
NURTURED SINCE 2008
(Below) Teacher Nawal Halabia and students from her 2nd grade classroom.
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ADDRESSING CHILDHOOD
TOXIC STRESS
Despite the prevalence of trauma and toxic stress in the
West Bank, the Palestinian public education system is illequipped to address its effects. Instead, Palestinian NGOs,
like House of Hope, are filling the gap.

House of Hope is a holistic kindergarten and elementary
school serving residents of Al Eizariya, Abu Dis, Sawahrah
a-Sharqiyah, and a-Sheikh Sa’d (West Bank, Area C).
House of Hope's mission is to address trauma-induced
obstacles to learning and nurture Palestinian children to
become the next generation of leaders in their community.

House of Hope strives to deliver trauma-informed, holistic
education in the West Bank. Teachings include art, music
expression, therapeutic body movement and other selfesteem affirming activities not found in public schools.

House of Hope Students live below the poverty line. The
average monthly household income for House of Hope
families is between $400- $1000. All students receive either
a partial or full scholarship to attend House of Hope.
House of Hope students are displaced. Most House of Hope
families were displaced from villages in Israel or the West
Bank. A large number recently fled violence in Hebron.
House of Hope students are surrounded by toxic stress.
Regional violence and poverty are hallmarks of childhood
for young Palestinians and considered detrimental to social,
emotional and physical health by all leading U.S. and
international health organizations.

In October 2019, House of Hope was recognized by the
Palestinian Ministry of Education as the first and only
Waldorf kindergarten in the West Bank. Waldorf education
embodies key principles of trauma-informed education,
such as: prioritizing sensory-motor integration, activating
mirror neurons through imitation, and nurturing prosocial
skills through play.
By helping children develop healthy, nonviolent coping
skills, House of Hope inspires communal wellness and
resiliency in Palestine for generations to come.

Amera Shweki (below) is a 5 year old kindergartner at House of Hope. Amera's family
struggles to pay for medical care for Amera's vision and liver problems. Thanks to her
House of Hope scholarship, Amera has access to therapeutic early education.

.

.
PAGE 4

CREATING CLASSROOMS

THAT HEAL

"When we truly love, we give from our hearts. At House of Hope,
our teachers and our supporters opened their hearts to create a
holistic, loving learning environment. Our teachers want to be a
light for these children. We want them to have a safe place to be
healthy and grow. We want to help them to see their own ability
to learn and be the better future that we all want to live in."Manar Wahhab, Waldorf Education Director, House of
Hope
Hazem Abdo (lower left) is a 5 year old kindergarten
student. His father is unable to find full time work and his
mother stays home with her young children.
Jana Jafal (below) is a 5 year old kindergarten student from
Abu Dis. Her mother works in administration at a local
university, but her father is unable to find employment.
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House of Hope students learn NonViolent Communication (NVC), a
healing approach to conflict resolution that gives them the skills to
understand what triggers them and transform their habitual or emerging
responses to the injustices they experience.
Giraffe and jackal puppets are used to introduce the students to NVC.
The giraffe represents communication with compassion and empathy,
while the jackal represents when fear and judgment block compassion.

Adam Faroon (upper right) is a 4th grader practicing Nonviolent
Communication with puppets. Adam's father works low wage
construction jobs, and he is able to attend House of Hope because of
donor- funded scholarships.

PRACTICING NONVIOLENCE

NURTURING SELF ESTEEM
House of Hope Student Pledge
recited by House of Hope students at the start of every school day
May I be a non-violent person in the footsteps of those who
fought for love, like Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, and other great prophets who refused to obey
injustice, murder, and racism.
I promise to love my country, my school, and my neighbors.
I will be nonviolent with myself and not put hate in my heart.
I will put love where there is hate, forgiveness where there is
abuse, and agreement where there is dispute.
I will have faith where there is doubt and search for light where
there is darkness and find joy where there is hopelessness.
O Lord, use me as an agent of peace and to respect every human
being different from me in belief, color, ethnicity, and religion.
Use me for peaceful resistance and help me walk a path towards
freedom, dignity, and independence.
The most honored before God is the most faithful.
(lower left) Rida Sounokrot is a 4 year old kindergarten student. Rida's
older brother Islam is a 4th grade student at House of Hope.
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BUILDING PALESTINE,
ONE TEACHER AT A TIME
Trauma-informed education is the global norm
for educating children living in crisis zones. Yet
in Palestine it has made few inroads. This is due
to a lack of teacher training resources. For
example, in the West Bank, teachers have no
access to trauma-informed or Waldorf training
programs.
In 2019, House of Hope united with education
leaders in Jerusalem to increase training options
for teachers in the West Bank. Together, they are
designing a Waldorf teacher training for
Palestinian communities lacking access to
culturally competent and trauma-informed
teaching styles.
House of Hope also collaborated with European
educators to increase teacher training options in
the West Bank. Waldorf teachers traveled from
Germany to conduct several week-long
workshops for House of Hope kindergarten and
elementary school teachers.

House of Hope economically empowers Palestinian
women. House of Hope creates opportunities for local
women to advance in teaching and social services
professions and participate in the West Bank
economy.
House of Hope invests in its teachers. Whether in the
form of one on one coaching, weekly group
continuing education training or multi-day intensive
seminars from international education leaders, House
of Hope teachers gain valuable training that elevates
their communal standing and earning potential.
Nadia (above) is a kindergarten teacher at House of Hope.
Nadia is one of the first ever Palestinian teachers in the
West Bank to receive on the job Waldorf teacher training.
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SEEDING THE NEXT
GENERATION OF LEADERS

Upon entering adulthood, Palestinians encounter limited economic opportunity, curtailed freedom of movement, and the
persistent stress of poverty. Vision Association for Culture and Arts' (VACA) nonviolent civil society leadership programs for
young adults provide a safe, supportive environment for coping with this reality and cultivating hope for the future.
Designed for high school and university students, VACA's leadership programs help young people to take responsibility for
improving the society they live in through community organizing around issues that affect them directly.
Participants graduate from VACA programs able to analyze their own strengths and weaknesses, set personal and professional
goals, and have the self-esteem, confidence, motivation, and abilities to carry them out.

(Lower left) Milad Vosgueritchian, Chairman of Vision Association for
Culture and Arts, leading a young adult civil society program.
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Manar Wahhab

Samah Allan

Nadia Emtair

HOUSE OF HOPE STAFF
Zain Khanafseh

Milad Vosgueritchian, Chairman
Manar Wahhab,
Waldorf Education Director
William Vosgueritchian,
Elementary School Director
Mona Halabia, Accountant and
Human Resources Director
Narmeen Hilal, Social Worker
Duha Sarhan

Arab Ireqat, Deputy Director and
School Teacher
Duha Sarhan, School Teacher
Zainab Halabia

Nawal Halabia, School Teacher
Sammar Halabia, School Teacher
Zain Khanafseh, Kindergarten
Teacher
Zainab Halabia, Kindergarten
Teacher
Nadia Emtair, Kindergarten
Director and Teacher
Naheda Baw, English Teacher
Samah Allan, Cleaner
Abdallah Rabee, Maintenance
Nawal Halabia
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HOUSE OF HOPE STATEMENT OF

REVENUE & EXPENSES
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2019

REVENUE
TUITION

Families pay tuition as they are able for their children to attend House of
Hope. Thanks to the support of donors, all House of Hope students in
need receive scholarships to supplement tuition fees.

DONATIONS
"Gift of Play" Playground Donations
8.5%

KINDERGARTEN ANNUAL TUITION FEE .........................$640
ELEMENTARY ANNUAL TUITION FEE ...............................$700
ONE MONTH SUMMER CAMP TUITION FEE .....................$65

Fundraiser Events
38.1%

Monthly Repeat Sustaining Donations
17.6%

DONATIONS

House of Hope's United States 501c3 partner, Supporting Hope, collects
donations from individuals and other granting organizations. Every six
months, the Supporting Hope board votes on a monthly granting schedule
to support the school's operations needs, pacing donations gathered by
individuals and other granting organizations to sustain the school over
the course of the year and match their needs for operational and capital
support. Aside from fees imposed by our online payment processor, no
banking or administrative fees are subtracted from House of Hope
donations and 100% of all donations gathered by Supporting Hope are
transferred to House of Hope.

Individual Donations
31%

REVENUE
FUNDRAISER EVENTS..........................................................................$33,457

Tuition
23.9%

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS...................................................................$27,266
MONTHLY REPEAT SUSTAINING DONATIONS...............................$15,497
"GIFT OF PLAY" PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISER DONATIONS...........$7,437
UNRESTRICTED FACEBOOK DONATIONS........................................$4,177

TOTAL DONATIONS................................................$87,834

TOTAL REVENUE

Monthly Supporting Hope Grants
76.1%

MONTHLY SUPPORTING HOPE GRANTS............................................$71,886
TUITION ..................................................................................................$22,630

TOTAL REVENUE.......................................................$94,516

EXPENSES
60,000

EXPENSES

40,000

TEACHER AND STAFF SALARIES...................................................$59,310
House of Hope employs 14 local staff: Chairman, Waldorf Education
Director, School Director, Accountant, English Teacher, School Teacher
(4), Social Worker, Kindergarten Director, Kindergarten Teacher (2),
Cleaner

20,000

BUILDING RENT...............................................................................$13,200
UTILITIES & TRANSPORTATION...................................................$4,571
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS...............................................................$3,717
STUDENT UNIFORMS......................................................................$4,975
STUDENT LEARNING MATERIALS................................................$1,000
CLASSROOM FURNISHINGS...........................................................$1,843
FOOD AND BEVERAGES..................................................................$800
MAINTENANCE.................................................................................$4729
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TOTAL EXPENSES..................................................$94,145
NET INCOME...........................................................$371
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GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIPS

LOCAL
ACCREDITATIONS
House of Hope is a non- political NGO registered with:.

Palestinian Ministry of Education

Palestinian Ministry of the Interior

Palestinian Ministry of Culture

In October 2019, the Palestinian Ministry of Education
recognized House of Hope as the first and only Waldorf
kindergarten in the West Bank.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Supporting Hope is a United States
501(c)3 honored to promote House of
Hope’s vital work for children and
women. The Supporting Hope tax
identification number is 81-2842786.

Supporting Hope Board of Directors
Heidi Hill Brandow
Kristi Boesen
Jamie Resler
Matt H King
Thea Lavin
Polly Johnson

Supporting Hope
P.O. Box 80334
Minneapolis MN 55408
www.supportinghouseofhope.org
info@supportinghouseofhope.org
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Adam Atallah (above) is a 4th grader at House of Hope. Adam's father is a public bus
driver and his mother stays home to care for her eight children. Thanks to a
scholarship, Adam has attended House of Hope since kindergarten.ded scholarships.

Vision Assocation for Culture and Arts' House of Hope School
Ras Kobas St - Behind Al-Ghanem Medical Center
Al Eizariya, Palestine
www.supportinghouseofhope.org
info@supportinghouseofhope.org

photos courtesy of Matt H. King

