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(above) House of Hope Vision School students
Amera Salameh, Nora Qreeish, Noha Shwaiki

WE ARE BUILDING THE FUTURE.
TOGETHER.
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your ongoing support of House of Hope Vision
School. Your gifts keep our doors open for so many Palestinian
children and parents. You also provide meaningful, stable jobs for
Palestinian women. Your acts of support are noble and changing
lives.
A Year of Unexpected Challenge- and Strengthened Resolve
2020 was not what any of us expected. Life in the West Bank has
always been hard. Covid-19 made it much harder.
House of Hope teachers and families always struggle with poverty,
regional instability, economic restrictions caused by the
Occupation, and daily discrimination. The West Bank has always
been functioning on a shoestring. With Covid-19, that shoestring
became a strand.
Despite these challenges, Palestinian children are counting on us.
Young boys and girls still need an education that heals. And House
of Hope is still called to serve.
With your help, we found a way.
A Year of Progress, Despite the Pandemic
Even though 2020 was a difficult year, especially for people in
vulnerable areas like the West Bank, your support made an
incredible impact.
By the beginning of the year, you raised nearly $13,000 to

Thanks to our international Waldorf partners, we
provided monthly in-person Waldorf teacher training.
We introduced treasured new Oxford English Language
books into our first-grade classroom.
We welcomed Duha Sarson as House of Hope’s Director of
Elementary Education.
Onward for the Children
In 2021, our vision for the year ahead includes:
Expanding our nonviolence and peacebuilding curriculum
in the third and fourth grades.
Opening our first-ever fifth-grade classrooms
Offering more scholarships for low-income families
Expanding our art program with a dedicated art studio
space thanks to your support.
With you, we are building the future we all want to live in. If
you haven't already, I invite you to become a member of the
Vision Community, a passionate and determined group of
monthly givers on a mission to nurture healing and change.
You can read more about the Vision Community on page
seven and then hear from many of its members on pages
eight and nine.
In Palestine, our biggest strength is our hope. We are always
amazed by how love brings people from different nations to
us in solidarity with our children and their dreams.
Sincerely,

build a playground. Thank you for building this beautiful space

Milad Vosgueritchian, Chairman and Co-founder,

for our students to enjoy precious moments of childhood.

Vision Association for Culture and Arts' House of

The safety of our students and staff is always our first priority.
Our devoted teachers transitioned to virtual learning during

Hope Vision School

intermittent lockdowns.
(below) Milad Vosgueritchian with House of Hope students Islam
Sonoqrot, Arafat Odeh, Adam Atallah, and Ahmad Faroun
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OUR MISSION
To strengthen Palestinian civil society with
holistic elementary education, accessible
vocational training, and dynamic social
support for marginalized children, youth, and
women in the West Bank villages of
al-‘Eizariyah, Abu Dis, a-Sawahrah a-Sharqiyah,
and a-Sheikh Sa’d.

OUR VISION
A prosperous Palestine that upholds the
dignity of every human through nonviolence,
educational equity, and civil society
engagement.

(pictured) House of Hope Vision School kindergartner
Mo’tasem Far’on
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OUR IMPACT
2008 - 2020 House of Hope Vision School Achievements

15,000
CHILDREN

CHILDREN NURTURED
15,000 children engaged in House of Hope
programming * 38,400 recitations of the Pledge of
Nonviolence * 403 Palestinian heritage art, music,
and dance celebrations

104
TEACHERS
TRAINED

27 YOUTH
DELEGATION
TRIPS

WOMEN EMPOWERED
104 teachers trained * 520 women learned
vocational skills * 5090 mothers attended parenting
enrichment activities

YOUTH MENTORED
1,006 young people learned vocational skills * 305
youth participated in leadership coaching * 27
international Palestinian youth delegations

(pictured) House of Hope Vision School Kindergartner Mohammad Ramzi Shweki
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My dream is for my students to
live free in a world without
violence that supports their
talents and abilities.
At House of Hope, we focus on
improving ourselves so that we
can be the best teachers
possible. We first work on
ourselves as human beings.
Then from this place of selfawareness, we observe our
students and create an
environment of love that
nourishes them and heals.

ZAIN KHANAFSEH
House of Hope Waldorf
kindergarten teacher
(pictured in upper right)

House of Hope positively impacts
my community with its many
Palestinian cultural activities and
a message of peace that spreads
over the whole area.
House of Hope is different from all the
other schools because it focuses on
individualized learning. Yes, there are
educational standards that need to be
adhered to, but “standardized” teaching
does not work. Not all students learn the
same way and not all teachers can teach
the same way. Allowing the teacher to
determine what combination works best
for the child creates an amazing learning
environment.
BUSHRA I. AL-BADAWI
House of Hope parent, Faculty of Educational Science at
Al Quds University
(pictured in the lower left with her 4th-grade daughter, Dana Al
Zeer)
PAGE 5

There is no other place in our
village like House of Hope.
It’s place where you feel like
you actually have a right to
be, like you are valuable and
your talents are valuable.
At House of Hope I discovered
my artistic talents as a rapper
and actor. I could be myself
there."

NEZAR AKRAM HALAH
- 21 year old college student and
House of Hope graduate

There is no other place in our
village like House of Hope. It’s
place where you feel like you
have actually have a right to be,
like you are valuable and your
talents are valuable.
At House of Hope I discovered
my artistic talents as a rapper
and actor. I could be myself
there."

House of Hope is my
second home. It changed
my life. I learned how to talk
to others and develop
social relationships.
I learned how to deal with
people. It helped me
develop my personality.
House of Hope’s vision
affected everything in me.
My experience there
changed my life."

SAMER SHOKA
- 23 year old healthcare
administration college student
and House of Hope graduate
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JOIN US.
BECOME A MEMBER
OF THE VISION
COMMUNITY.
Thanks to you, children get an
education that heals.
The Vision Community is a passionate and
determined group of people like you. We
are monthly donors from different
backgrounds, giving what we can to show
the world what can be done when we work
together.

Ready to join the Vision
Community of monthly givers?
Here's how.

There is no other place in our
village
like House of Hope. It’s
1.) Visit our website:
placehttps://houseofhope.vision
where you feel like you
have2.)actually
have a right to be,
Click on the GIVE button in
like you
are valuable
your
the upper
right-handand
corner
talents
are valuable.
3.) Enter the amount you would
like to give every month and
check the "monthly" box
Then check your email for a
welcome message from all of us
and stay tuned for special
updates, artwork, and more!

Upper right photo: Kindergarten student Mohammad Hatem Shweki;
middle photo: Kindergarten student Sliman Ghroof; lower right
photo: Fourth Grade student Shahed Bader
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WHY I GIVE
My first introduction to House of Hope was several years ago when
Milad Vosgueritchian came to Milwaukee, WI and participated in a
panel on childhood trauma. I was very impressed with the
thoughtful children's programming and teacher education that
he and his wife had started in Palestine. While childhood trauma
as the result of violence and oppression is well known, programs
to mitigate the effects are not. As a Palestinian American living in
the United States, I am limited in what I can physically do to help
Palestinian children, but I am not limited in my ability to
financially support those who are making a difference. I support
House of Hope because they are working to build a future for
vulnerable children, and what is more important than that?"
JANAN NAJEEB, PRESIDENT, MILWAUKEE MUSLIM WOMEN’S COALITION,
MILWAUKEE, WI

I give to the House of Hope because my tzedakah is informed by
my Jewish ethics, the highest of which is that to save a life is to
save a world. Manar and Milad are saving lives: immediately, the
lives of the children who are lovingly and supportively invited to
move past trauma to love, and long-term, because only those who
love can hope for a life free of the obstacles that hate places.
House of Hope cannot heal the world, but it can heal the world of
one child at a time, and it is a privilege to support their work in any
way I can."
RABBI ARIEL STONE
CONGREGATION SHIR TIKVAH,
PORTLAND, OR

Why give? How can I not? After a life-changing visit to Palestine-Israel in 2018 which
included a visit to House of Hope, it became abundantly clear to me that what I thought I
knew about the relationship between those two countries was pitifully full of holes - mixed
messages, untruths, faulty information, incomplete pictures. What I witnessed taking place
at House of Hope, finally with the clarity of a better understanding of the conflict, was
breathtaking in the short run and motivating over the long haul. Being on-site and hearing
Milad and Manar’s story, my soul was rocked to its core with what they had been through.
And, since that experience as an educator myself, a thread of passion has been created
between myself and their mission to help heal the hearts of children whose lives have been
devastated by the Occupation. I believe 100% in the mission and goals of House of Hope
and am blessed to have to opportunity to help make them happen."
LAURIE SWIGART,
WOODBURY, MN
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My wife Karen and I had the privilege of accompanying the peacemaking team of
Global Immersion on a trip to Israel/Palestine in April 2018. We enjoyed the whole
experience during our travels, but were most impacted by our visit with Milad and
Manar at House of Hope. We will never forget the blessing we received from the
experience. The moment we entered their place it was apparent to us that God was
doing something special at the school, with the kids in the midst of a crisis. I
remembered something from a book by Henry Blackably, titled "Experiencing God."
It was simply that "God is always at work around you." We chose to support House
of Hope because we personally observed the working of God and wanted to join
God in the work. We are indeed encouraged by the vision of Hope being fostered
through the staff at House of Hope Vision School."

ALI HASAN, PASTOR, FIRST
COVENANT CHURCH OF
EUREKA, EUREKA, CA

In our noisy world, so filled with fear and negative messages, House of
Hope shines like a beacon, pointing toward the path of peace and
rekindling hope in a brighter future for our world. Each day we're
inspired by the resilience of the children of Palestine, the teachers who
nurture them, and Milad & Manar who, through love & vision, have
created a place where love lives and hope thrives. We give because it is
a privilege to give back to this community that inspires us and, through
their example, teaches us to walk the path of peace together."
CLINT & HEIDI BRANDOW,
DETROIT, MI

As a Palestinian American, I am always looking for ways to support community,
growth, opportunity and refuge for the children and families of the West Bank and
throughout the region. I continue to give and share about the House of Hope school
because it is an example of the work we need to bring peace and support for a
generation of youth trying to live their lives amongst perpetual trauma and conflict.
Seeing their curious smiling faces as they are immersed in music, art, linguistics and
relational learning is evident of the amazing work these dedicated teachers and
educators do on a daily basis. Seeing these children have an opportunity to have
peaceful interactions across cultures and forget for a minute the conflict they are
steeped in is an unparalleled support. This school is giving this community a skilled
level of education and a daily dose of love that goes directly and wholly to the
community. I have not found a more direct action or more effective way to support
my culture, my family, and the struggle for peace and equity."
QUINNE SALAMEH,
PORTLAND, OR

The work Milad, Manar, and their team are doing at House of Hope Vision School is
work of repair, transformation, and love. As an early childhood educator and a
Waldorf teacher, mama, and lover of children, I am so deeply touched by their vision.
Using art, stories, and song to heal children they are doing their part to heal deep
generational trauma. Where others might throw their hands up Manar and Milad and
the team at House of Hope use their hands, hearts, and spirits to be active changemakers in the world. Bless them and their work. I feel so thankful that there are
people and educators like them in this world."
DEANNA COHEN, OWNER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SHE/HER
WOW & FLUTTERVILLE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER,
PORTLAND, OR
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HOUSE OF HOPE STATEMENT OF

REVENUE & EXPENSES
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2020

REVENUE
TUITION
Families pay tuition as they are able for their children to attend House of
Hope. Thanks to the support of donors, all House of Hope students in
need receive scholarships to supplement tuition fees.

KINDERGARTEN ANNUAL TUITION FEE ............................$640
ELEMENTARY ANNUAL TUITION FEE ..................................$700
ONE MONTH SUMMER CAMP TUITION FEE .......................$65

DONATIONS
House of Hope's United States 501c3 nonprofit partner, Supporting Hope,
collects donations from individuals and other granting organizations.
Every six months, the Supporting Hope board votes on a monthly
granting schedule to sustain the school over the course of the year and
match their needs for operational and capital support. Aside from fees
imposed by our online payment processor, no banking or administrative
fees are subtracted from House of Hope donations, and 100% of all
donations gathered by Supporting Hope are transferred to House of Hope.

VISION COMMUNITY OF MONTHLY DONORS................................$23,264
INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS...................................................................$18,768
ARTS EMPOWERMENT FUNDRAISER DONATIONS...........................$8,503
GIFT OF PLAY PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISER DONATIONS...............$4,419
UNRESTRICTED FACEBOOK DONATIONS........................................$5,764

TOTAL DONATIONS................................................$60,718

TOTAL REVENUE
Supporting Hope grants in 2020 were funded by donations collected in
2019 and 2020.
SUPPORTING HOPE GRANTS................................................................$81,230
TUITION ..................................................................................................$20,000

TOTAL REVENUE.......................................................$101,230

EXPENSES
TEACHER AND STAFF SALARIES...................................................$61,421
House of Hope employs 15 local staff: Chairman, Waldorf Education
Director, School Director, Music Teacher, Accountant, English Teacher,
School Teacher (4), Social Worker, Kindergarten Director, Kindergarten
Teacher (2), Cleaner
BUILDING RENT...............................................................................$10,520
PLAYGROUND...................................................................................$11,855
UTILITIES & TRANSPORTATION...................................................$3,135
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS...............................................................$3,460
STUDENT UNIFORMS......................................................................$920
STUDENT LEARNING MATERIALS................................................$350
CLASSROOM FURNISHINGS...........................................................$1,400
FOOD AND BEVERAGES..................................................................$1,200
MAINTENANCE.................................................................................$300
SALAT SITI TEACHERS' MICROBUSINESS...................................$300

TOTAL EXPENSES..................................................$94,861
NET INCOME...........................................................$6,369
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GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIPS

LOCAL
ACCREDITATIONS
House of Hope Vision school is a non-political NGO registered
with the:

Palestinian Ministry of Education

Palestinian Ministry of the Interior

Palestinian Ministry of Culture

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Supporting Hope is a United States
501(c)3 honored to promote House of
Hope’s vital work for children and
women. The Supporting Hope tax
identification number is 81-2842786.
Supporting Hope Board of Directors
and Staff
Heidi Hill Brandow, Board Member
Kristi Boesen, Finance Director & Board
Member
Jamie Resler, Board Member
Thea Lavin, Managing Director & Board
Member
Polly Johnson, Emeritus Board Member
Greer Johnston, Social Media Director
Supporting Hope
P.O. Box 19226
Minneapolis MN 55419
www.houseofhope.vision
info@supportinghouseofhope.org
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Vision Association for Culture and Arts' House of Hope
Vision School
Ras Kobas St - Behind Al-Ghanem Medical Center
Al Eizariya, Palestine
https://houseofhope.vision
info@supportinghouseofhope.org

(pictured) Artist Mouhamad Sabri Bader, an Abu Dis resident
and former member of a House of Hope delegation of young
Palestinian artists to Holland. Mouhamad paints a mural of
Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Yasser Arafat,
Mother Teresa, Mahmoud Darwish, and Nelson Mandala on
the school's walls.

