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Chairman's Letter
Milad Vosgueritchian
co-founder and chairman,
House of Hope
Dear Friends,
Ten years ago, my brother Noubar and my then fiancé Manar and I had a dream. We wanted to help
our community heal from ongoing trauma by using the principles of nonviolence and love.
As we sat around the kitchen table in my tiny apartment in Abu Dis, we dreamt of nurturing children
caught in the crosshairs of armed conflict and communal poverty. We would empower women left out
of the economy and support families struggling under tremendous pressure to cope. We would name
our dream House of Hope, a movement for Palestinians and by Palestinians.
We knew that House of Hope was desperately needed. All around us we saw our community struggling.
The Israeli Separation Wall was slowly surrounding our villages, isolating us from Jerusalem, our
cultural and economic lifeline. Our youth began acting more aggressively, sometimes responding with
depression and violence to the toxic stress that filled their lives. Something had to be done.
In the ten years since that moment at my kitchen table, we have produced extraordinary results.
House of Hope has reached over 15,000 youth and hundreds of women and made a lasting impact on
the wellness of our community. Our first students are now young adults who often tell us that we
changed the course of their lives.
Why is House of Hope so effective? Why is it still around after 10 years? Our success comes from the
power of what we stand for. House of Hope is the only school in the West Bank whose founding
principles are based in nonviolence, the practice of causing no harm to oneself or others- no matter
what. Nonviolence means a commitment to healing. It means telling the truth. It means guiding every
personal reaction with the desire to love and understand each other and ourselves.
House of Hope is making a profound difference in the lives of Palestinian children and improving our
chances for regional healing. Without the support of friends like you, we cannot continue to be a light
in the West Bank crisis zone. In his poem, “Think Upon Others,” Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish
wrote: “And while you think of faraway others, think of yourself and say: I am a candle to this
darkness.” Thank you for shining your light on the children of House of Hope. Together, we are raising
the next generation of peacemakers in the Holy Land.
Salaam, peace, shalom,
Milad Vosgueritchian

House of Hope Annual Report

01

TIMELINE OF SUCCESSES
2017-2018

April 2017- Co-founder Manar Vosgueritchian tours over a dozen Waldorf schools in
Germany and brings new techniques for holistic education back to House of Hope.
May 2017- Supporting Hope, a 501c3 nonprofit dedicated to investing in Palestinian
civil society and humanitarian aid, kicks off its first fundraising campaign for its flagship
project, House of Hope.
October 2017- Manar Vosgueritchian is the first Palestinian West Bank resident to
receive a scholarship to study Waldorf at David Yellin Academic College in Jerusalem.
November 2017- House of Hope launches its new environmental education program,
“Throwing Seeds,” on House of Hope's annexed greenspace in Al Eizariya.
December 2017- House of Hope launches its first-ever English language website:
www.supportinghouseofhope.org and English language Facebook page
www.facebook.com/supporthouseofhope.
May 2018- House of Hope joins Spirit of Childhood Alliance, a global coalition of
education and social services leaders united to decrease the damaging effects of toxic
stress on children in crises zones.
August 2018- House of Hope opens its 4th-grade classroom with funding from a key
Presbyterian grant.
September 2018- House of Hope publishes its first-ever English language video: “The
House of Hope story”.
November 2018- Since the start of the year, ten groups visit House of Hope from
universities, education groups, faith communities, and peace allies around the world.
December 2018- 10 year anniversary!! Over 15,000 local children have participated in
House of Hope’s art, music, and outdoor education activities, as well as its elementary
school. Hundreds of women have received vocational training, as well as participated in
trauma healing circles and yoga classes.
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OUR
MISSION

Surrounded by military violence and household
poverty, Palestinian children face immense stress
and hardship.
That’s why House of Hope strives to deliver traumainformed, holistic education in the West Bank.
Teachings include art, music expression, therapeutic
body movement and other self-esteem affirming
activities.
By helping children develop healthy, nonviolent coping
skills, House of Hope inspires the next generation of
peace and changemakers in the Holy Land.
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Our Student’s Daily Pledge
House of Hope students recite the following pledge
at the start of every school day.

May I be a non-violent person in the footsteps of those
who fought for love, like Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, and other great prophets who refused
to obey injustice, murder, and racism.
I promise to love my country, my school, and my neighbors.
I will be nonviolent with myself and not put hate in my heart.
I will put love where there is hate and forgiveness where there is
abuse, and agreement where there is dispute.
I will have faith where there is doubt and search for light where
there is darkness and find joy where there is hopelessness.
O Lord, use me as an agent of peace and to respect every
human being different from me in belief, color, ethnicity,
and religion.
Use me for peaceful resistance and help me walk a path towards
freedom, dignity, and independence.
The most honored before God is the most faithful.
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WHO
WE
SERVE
House of Hope is a trauma-informed kindergarten
and elementary school serving residents of Al Eizariya
and Abu Dis (West Bank, Area C). A non-governmental
and non-political organization, over 60 predominately
Muslim Palestinian students are currently enrolled in
House of Hope’s K-4 classrooms.
Most students live at or below the poverty line and
frequently witness violent clashes between Israeli
soldiers and Palestinian residents of their villages.

House of Hope Annual Report

05

THE
CHALLENGES
OUR
STUDENTS
FACE
The sting of tear gas in children’s eyes as they walk past soldiers. The surge
of loud sounds as a bomb explodes. The pang of hunger in a child’s
stomach in a food-insecure household...
Military violence and poverty are hallmarks of childhood for young
Palestinians and considered Adverse Childhood Events (ACEs) by all leading
U.S. and international health organizations. ACEs are detrimental to human
development in part because of the toxic stress that they introduce into
children’s lives.
Research shows that toxic stress in childhood:
● provokes psychiatric disorders
● affects brain development
● interferes with executive brain function
● alters gene expression
● hinders prosocial behavior development or positive actions
prompted by empathy
Despite the prevalence of ACE factors in the West Bank, the Palestinian public
education system is grossly insufficient for reversing the effects of toxic
stress. Instead, Palestinian NGOs, like House of Hope, are filling the gap.
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HOW
WE
SERVE
THEM

Building a Holistic, Waldorf-Inspired Learning Environment
House of Hope is deeply inspired by the Waldorf education movement and is the only
emerging Waldorf elementary school in the West Bank. Waldorf education embodies key
principles of trauma-informed education, such as: prioritizing sensory-motor integration,
activating mirror neurons through imitation, and nurturing prosocial skills through play.
Bridging Culture and Religion With Curiosity and Love
Every student participates in House of Hope's "Beloved Community" curriculum, which
examines seven universal spiritual themes that are found in the three Abrahamic
religions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Students also learn about Gandhi and
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the importance of reconciliation through forgiveness.
Healing Trauma Through Therapeutic Art
Children are naturally creative, and it is usually easier for them to draw a picture than
answering questions directly. Making art allows House of Hope students to communicate
their trauma from cyclical regional violence and poverty in a safe way.
Deepening Connection With Nonviolent Communication
House of Hope students learn Nonviolent Communication (NVC), a healing approach to
conflict resolution that gives them the skills to understand what triggers them, deepen
their connection with themselves and others, and transform their habitual or emerging
responses to the injustices they experience. Giraffe and jackal puppets are used to
introduce the students to NVC. The giraffe represents communication with compassion
and empathy, while the jackal represents when fear and judgment block compassion.
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Making Music to Reduce Stress
House of Hope teachers integrate music as much as possible into their classroom.
Students regulate their emotions by playing instruments, including the Palestinian Tableh
drum.
Connecting with Nature in a Rare Community Greenspace
In the school's “Throwing Seeds” greenspace, the only of its kind in the area, students
plant and care for gardens of vegetables and fruit. Back in the classroom, they discuss
what they saw: ecological life cycles, ingredients for healthy eating, and other observations
of nature. Teachers also lead students in therapeutic outdoor activities designed to reduce
stress, increase self-esteem and deepen their awareness of themselves.
Dancing to Heal and Celebrate Heritage
In order to diminish their fear and stress to tolerable levels, Palestinian children, like those
living in any war zone, shut down their senses and emotions. House of Hope teachers use
movement to gently and effectively support their students’ sensory-motor integration. They
also instill pride in heritage by teaching traditional Palestinian Dabke dance.
Providing Safe Habor During Summer Months
Every year when Ramadan ends, House of Hope Summer Camp begins. During the summer
holiday, House of Hope art, music and dance therapy programs are safe havens for
children who might otherwise be in the streets. This year's camp inspiration was the words
of Martin Luther King Jr.: "I have a dream."
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OUR COMMUNITY

Meet our students, teachers,
partners and volunteers!
Each day House of Hope grows stronger,
thanks to the efforts of every single member of our
global community. Whether from one of our students
pledging daily to strive for hope and healing or from one
of the many hands who guide them, the House of Hope
community is making a difference.
Together, we are building a new reality in the Holy Land.
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Student
Spotlight
Lamese Romman is eight years old and excels in
academics at House of Hope’s 4th grade.
She is a natural public speaker, delivering
speeches and welcome notes at the annual
graduation and other school events. Lamese
enjoys dancing with her friends and caring for the
Throwing Seeds garden.

Adam Farun is the son a falafel
street vendor. In addition to the trauma of war, Adam experiences mild learning
disabilities that cannot be supported by his overcrowded and sorely underfunded
local public school.
When he enrolled at House of Hope at the age of six, he was illiterate and responded
in barely audible whispers when approached by teachers or other students. Since
joining the community, Adam's speech and reading skills have taken off, and he often
shows his beautiful smile. He sings joyfully during music class and enjoys practicing
math.

House of Hope Annual Report

10

Ez Alden is a four
year old
kindergartener at
House of Hope and
the son of a metal
worker. Ez cannot
use his legs and
relies on a
wheelchair.

His parents, concerned that
they would not find a school
that would accommodate
Ez’s disability, learned about
House of Hope through his
physical therapist. Many
children with special needs
in the West Bank are not
accepted into the
overwhelmed local public
schools and instead are kept
at home. Ez, whose name
means “pride of religion”, is a
thriving student at House of
Hope and fully integrated
into his classroom.

Abdallah Jamar, now an eight-yearold fourth grader, has called House of
Hope his home since he started
kindergarten five years ago.
Abdallah has been struggling with cardiac
problems throughout his childhood.
However, he is still able to dance with his
classmates, which brings him great joy. He
receives a scholarship to attend House of
Hope.
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Teachers'
Corner
“The most important
characteristics of a House
of Hope teacher are
compassion and selfawareness. Selfdevelopment is at the center
of our educational style. We
are holistically minded
teachers, so we must be
knowledgeable
about many aspects of
our lives.

Manar Wahhab
Vosgueritchian
co-founder of House of Hope
and Educational Director

As Rudolf
Steiner,
the founder
of the
Waldorf
movement,
said,
a teacher goes to class not to educate the child but to educate themself. For example, if a House of
Hope teacher has taught herself patience, the kids will feel it and learn it, and they know our truth. They
know when we really love them, and they become loving and healthy in response.”
Najwa,
Doha,
first grade teacher
second grade teacher
“My manager makes
“I love House of Hope
me feel important
because it is giving me
and valued. He
the chance to have a
teaches me and
teaching profession.
listens to me. House
It is exposing me to
of Hope is my second
unique school activities
home. My students
and new ways of
are my second
learning.
children and the team
of teachers are my
I also love House of Hope because it merges
disabled kids with non-disabled kids. We integrate
second family.”
our classrooms, which is not common in Palestine.”
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Partners and
Memberships
The Global Immersion Project (TGIP)
is a peacemaking training organization
that is connecting people of faith to our
divided world in restorative ways.
Our immersive learning approach offers access to seemingly inaccessible global &
domestic conflicts, where the conflict is the classroom, and the peacemakers
embedded within are our teachers. Our goal is to reintegrate peacemaking into our
shared human vocation and, in so doing, mobilize influencers and restorative
communities of faith throughout the United States as instruments of peace. For
more information, visit: https://globalimmerse.org”

reGeneration
advances peace-building
through innovative approaches to
the education, development and
resilience of young children in crisis
zones so they are able to imagine
and create a better future. To learn
more, visit:
http://regenerationeducation.org/

ALLMEP
The Alliance for Middle East Peace secures
and scales up funding to expand trustbuilding interactions between Palestinians
and Israelis. We provide capacity-building
support and visibility to amplify the voices
and impact of our member organizations
in the region. We connect individuals and
groups to create a critical mass that live
and act in support of peace. For more
information, visit: www.allmep.org

Spirit of Childhood Alliance is a global coalition of leaders in trauma-informed
education united to mitigate the damaging effects of toxic stress on children in
crisis zones.
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Our Volunteers
Our international volunteers and interns- and the energy and
optimism that they bring- are a critical part of House of Hope’s
life-giving work.

Board of Directors
Supporting Hope Board of Directors
Supporting Hope is a United States 501(c)3 dedicated to investing in
Palestinian civil society and humanitarian aid. The Supporting Hope tax
identification number is 81-2842786.
David Johnson
Polly Johnson
Kristi Boesen
Anna Henderson

Thea Lavin
Matt King
Theodore Settle
Lois Watson
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YOUR
IMPACT

As of November 1, House of Hope supporters raised
$30,000 this year! Your individual donations have been
critical to our success in 2018, driving nearly 60% of total
funds raised.

*Website sponsorships are monthly, automatically recurring donations
processed through our website that sponsor a student's tuition or other educational costs.
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Your gifts in 2018 have made an incredible impact in
the lives of House of Hope students and staff.

The largest educational costs are related to ensuring our students are well
cared for each day by the amazing 12 people who are their teachers, social
workers, and staff members.
Additionally, your support keeps the lights on – literally – and ensures the
school building is secured with monthly rent & utilities.
Of course, educational materials for academics, music, art and outdoor
education at the Throwing Seeds garden are essential for students to thrive.
We prioritize using educational materials made of wood, natural fibers and
everyday materials that engage their interest in the content being taught.
Every single penny of your tax-deductible donations to House of Hope goes
directly to students, helping to cover the costs of classroom materials,
books, rent and utility bills, and teacher salaries. No donations are used for
Supporting Hope administrative costs.
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When you sponsor a child’s education at House of Hope, you plant the seeds of
hope and healing in the Holy Land. For more information visit:
www.supportinghouseofhope.org or email: info@supportinghouseofhope.org.
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WE
THANK
YOU
FROM ALL OF US AT HOUSE OF HOPE

We thank you for
your support!

www.supportinghouseofhope.org
info@supportinghouseofhope.org

